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"Right Worſhipful and Worſaipful. 

Aving in Obedience to your Com- 
mands ſent theſe few * ſheets 
abroad into the World, I need 
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not any Spirit of Prophecy to foretel the 
Fate and Deſtiny of them. But how- 
ever it has been hitherto the uſual Pra- , 
Fice of our Diſſenters to treat thoſe as © 
their greateit Enemies, who tell them fp 


the Truth ; yet T (hall hope for once to ( 


y 


find better entertainment among the ſobe- f 


rer part of them, when I bave prepared .. 
them a little by theſe following Conſde- 
ramons. 
C 1.) Letit be conſedered that T have 
not charged their Party with all thoſe : 
Wild and Barbarons Principles, which 
might eaſily have been Colleed out of 
the Writings of Knox, Buchanan, 
Milton, and other Authors highly ad- 
mired by them. | have only inſiſted oft 
ſome more modeſt Principles ( tho" in * 
truth. villainous enough) which have | 
been notoriouſly owned and praftiſed by | 
the Generality of their Party : ſo that if * | 
” _ 
> 
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they bave but the leaſt dram of Charity, 


they cannot well believe, that either in 


v defrgned ſo much the expoſrng of their 


| ( ; x} oe Preaching, or Printing this Sermon, 1 
\ # 
( 


, WA 


Party, as the undecerving ſome honeſt 
well-meaning Perſons among them, who 


* ("> - have hitherto in the ſamplicity of their 


hearts followed Schiſmatical and Seditious 
Corahs. | 
( 2.) Let it alſo be conſrder'd, that 
they are invited to the Communion 
of that Church, which has ever been 
owned by All Proteſtants abroad , not 
only for a true Church of Chriſt , but 
for one of the bei} and pureſi of 
» All the Reformed Churches in Chri- 
, Slendome. - They are the Words of 
the Learned Caſaubon, (a) Quod fe 


me conjeura non fallit, totins Refor- MOYETD 
mationis pars integerrima eſt Anglia , mi 
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bi cum Studio veritatis viget Studium 
15,7987" , Of all the Reformed 

(Churches in Enrope, faith that Learned: 
Critick, "There is nor in my Judgment 
any ſo found as the Church of Eng- 
land, where T ruth and Antiquity go 
hand in hand together. Nor are thoſe - 
Commendations leſs conſuderable, which 


a2) Piodar. the Learned and Pious (b) Diodari be- 

EecleLondini. T tows upon our Church, Florentiſſima 
Anglia, ocellus ille Reformationis, Pecu- 
linm Christi ſmgulare, &c. Moſt flou- 
riſhing England! thouart the very Eye 
of the whole Reformation, the Pecu- 
lar and choiceſt 'F reafure of Chriſt. 
Hear alſo what is recorded by the Lear- 


(c) Banc. Red (C) Bancroft to the Honour of: our 


Serm. at Pauls 


Croks, Church, All the Churches of Exrope, 
which were then Reformed, under- 
ſtanding, faith he of our Ricfamniats. 
on did on our behalf clap, as it were, 

their 


IN 


v% forthco juſtifie our Doarine, and ſhew 


Us 
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their hands tor Joy. And as he goes 
on, the Apology | 
England, which ſhortly after was ſet 


the reaſons of our nyſlike of Popery, 


hath ever ſince obtained principal 


- Commendation amongſt all the Apo- 
'* logics and Confeſſions, which hitherto 


have been ſet forth by any Church in 
Chriſtendome. I: is alſo very remarka- 
ble what is reported by two (a) wery 
Learned Perſons, It is well known, ſay 


of the-Church of 


d) 
jug of 


Tt Bi- 
Cork 
and Roſs in Ire- 
land. and 


they, that there is extant an Harmony 2: Pu! 


of Confeflions of all the Reformed 
Churchesin Exrope, toſhew the world 
their Chriſtian Agreement, and Com- 
munion. And when the Afﬀembly 
of Divines had in the late times com- 
piled a Conzefſion of their Faith, and 
oot it excellently Tranſlated by agood 
Latineit , they ſent it abroad: in that 
form 
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that form with a defire and deſign to 

have it inſerted in the then new Edi- . | 
tion of the Harmony of Confeſſions. « of \* 
But the Forraign Churches ſtood - 
conſtant to the former Confeſſions of 

the Church of England, and rejected | 
this new one, as that which was likely - 7 =, 
to ſpoil their whole Harmony. Sure 
then thoſe Men muſt needs be full of 
Choler, who can be angry in earne#t, 
when they. are invited to the Communi- 
on of the Church of England, to which 
all the Reformed Churches yield the right 
band of Fellowſhip. And they have as. 
little reaſon to be angry, when at any 
time they are diſſmaded from joyning 
with thoſe Schiſmaticks, who are diſ- 
owned and rejeed by all the Proteſtants 
that are in Chriſtendome : But if all this 
cannot prevail with them, I would de- 


fre them 


Sl 


3. In F- F 
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. In the third place to conſider, that 


| P heb, who were accounted the moſt Lear- 


ned and Pious of their own Party, have 
D 6 ince His Miajeities Happy Refawns. 
on returned into the Boſom of the Church 
of England ; this we know was doneby 
: Reynolds, Lightfoot, Conant, and 
others ; nay, even Mr. Baxter, (tho: 
be lives a perfeff contradifion to him- 
ſelf;) does yet think it his duty to fre- 
quent Prayers and Sermons, and alſo re- 
cerve the dacrament according to the 
age of the Church of England, why 
then ſhould any among ſt us be ſo much in 
love with Schiſm, as to hate thoſe who 
endeavour to reduce them into the Com- 
munion of the Church of England, with 
which Church all the Reformed Chur- 
ches in Europe bold Communion, and 
the very fierceſt of ber Adverſaries, ſuch 
as Mr. Baxter , think not their Souls 


ſift, 
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ſafe, but .in Communion with ber ? 
But 3 
C 4.) If neither the judgment of all 
the Proteſtant Churches in Chriſten- 
dome, nor yet the judgment of the moſt 
Learned and Pions of their own Par- 


ty will ſway with them, I (hall beg but : 


one thing more of them, N, amely, That 
they would confader the Charatter St. 
tes _ (e) grves of the true Religion, 
ki t is, ſaith he, firſt pure, and then 
peaceable. That Religion therefore 
cannot be true, which teaches Men to 
Depoſe, Fight againft, yea , Murder 
even the beit of Princes. Tet ſuch is 


the Religion of our Adverſaries, as I 


| fragable Arguments drawn from their 


avowed Principles, and moſt notorious 
Praftices. 


And 


4 
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have proved in this Sermon, by irre- N, 
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| And ſince theſe things are ſo, 1 an 

1 onfident , all ſober well-meaning Rex- 

ſons amongst our Diſſenters will judge 

me more worthy their thanks, than 

rs their cenſures for grving them ſuch ſea- 

In © Jonable Advice as they will find in. the 

following Sermon ; and T the rather be- 

"e , Hive this, becauſe it is the ſame. Ad- 
' vice (f) Mr. Baxter, the Champion (f) Baxt. 


Ep. Ded. to his 


of their Party has formerly given , | Saints Ref 
charge you, ſaith be, That if God 
ſhould give me up to any FaQtious 
Church-rending courſe, that you for- ' 

- .- fake me, and follow me not a ſtep. 


"3 I hope theſe few Conſiderations will 
ſuffice to juſtifie the Deſign both of 


\ .— * Preaching and Printing this Sermon. 


I bave 
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I have no more to add, beſides my 


Your moſt Obliged, and _ . 


Devoted Servant, 


John March. 


pr, 


MATTHEW 7. 15, 16. 
Beware of falſe Prophets, which come 


* PL t you in ſheeps-clething, but inward- 
: ly they are ravening Wolves, ye ſhall 
know them by their Fruits. 


I T T7 OU'L find Almighty God threat- 
ning the Warchmen of J/rael in the 
Prophecy of Exekel, (a) that if (a) Ezck. 33. 
they law the Sword coming, and they did % 
not blow the Trumpet to warn the People: 
it the Sword came, and took away any 
Perſon from among them, tho' he were 
j- raken away in his Iniquity, yet his Blood 
ſhould be required at the Watchmans hand. 
We are told alſo by our Saviour himſelf, 
- (b) that they who ſee the Wolt coming, (b) Joh. 1. 
and leave the Sheep to be caught or ſcatte- * 
red by him, are Hirelings, and far from 
B being 


1. 


33 


being good Shepherds. Now there is no 


(c) Enſev, Sword (c) ſo dreadful, as that two-edged 


Sword of Schiſm and Diviſion, which at 
once deſtroyes both Bodies and Souls : 
There are no Wolyes ſo dangerous, as thoſe 
that prey upon Chriſts Flock, and make his 
Sheep to ſtray away from his Fold. And 


now if thole whom God has appointed to g,* _ +. 
be Watchmen and Shepherds, if chey ſhould T.- 


neglect to warn their People, they would 
deſerve that brand, (which hitherto moſt 
unjuſtly has been ſet on too many) namely 
that they are Thieves, and Robbers, and 
dumb Dogs. Seeing therefore we have 
both ſeen: and felt by wotul experience, 
what the (4) Holy Ghoſt long ago fore- 
told in the Goſpel, namely that grievous 
Wolves ſhould enter into the Church: of 
God, not ſparing the Flock : that there 
ſhould certain Men ariſe among our ſelves, 
ſpeaking perverſe things, and «drawing 
away Diſciples after them; ſince, I ſay, 
ſuch things as theſe have happened amongft 
us; Ido not, I cannot underſtand, how 
Miniſters can diſcharge that Duty which 
they owe to God : or exerciſe that beſt 

| kind 


C33 

kind of Charity which is due to the Souls 

of Men ; It they do not acquaint them 

with the danger of fſeducing Spirirs, it 

they do not endeavour what they can to 
keep them in the Fold of Chrifts Church : 

and teach them both to know, and avoid 

inch ravening Wolves ; as are laid in the 

FT. Text to come in {heeps-clothing. 

ER >< This ſhore Apology will nor be thought 

| unneceſſary, if it be remembred, how ma- 

ny in this place have been formerly ſo 

* * wickedas to pals very ſevere cenſures up- 

: on their Miniſters, only becauſe they have 

been ſo far conſcientious, as in ſome mea- 

ſure to diſcharge that important Duty, both 

God and Man call aloud for on ſuch a fad 

and lamentable occaſion as this. And now 

that you hear it is my Duty to warn you at 

+ - this time againft rhole falſe Prophets, who 

have hung this Day with Blackneſs and 

ourning. How can I better diſcharge 

this Duty, than by giving you the Advice 

of our Saviour himſelf? And where does 

-— our Saviour give any Advice of this Na- 

ture- more full and more plain than that 

. which 1s s contained 1 in the Words now read 

B 2 unto 
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unto you ? Beware of falſe Prophets who come 
to you in ſheeps-clothing, but mwardly they are 
ravening Wolves, ye ſhall know them by their 
Fruits > To handle which words, ſo as ma 
beſt comport with this ſad and lamentable 
occaſion, we will conſider 


1. That more General Deſcription ou 


are ſuch as come, and they come to you in 


ſheeps-clothing. 


2. We will conſider that more particu- 
Jar DireCtion our Saviour here gives for the 
tarther Diſcovery of them, ye ſhall know 
them by their Fruits. 


3. We will conſider alſo the Caution 
| here given, Beware of falſe Prophets, who 


| _ 
Saviour gives of theſe falle Prophets, cheyS* _— 


come to you im Sheeps-clothmg, but inwardly wy 


are ravening Wolves, ye ſhall know them by their 
Fruits, I begin with the firſt of theſe. 


. 
Doren, RC Fl 


1. The General Deſcription our Sa- 


viour here gives us of falſe Prophets, and 
this Deſcription conſiſts of rwo parts. 


1: They 


CF 
't t. They are faid to come. And 
2. They are laid ts come to you in 


{heeps-clothing. 


1. Theſe falſe Prophetsare ſaid ro come. 
The Greek Word which we render come, 
ſ1gnifies (as (e) ſome oblerve) to come on 


(e) Muſeulus, 
Pelargrs, 


j their own heads, to come before they are Bn 


nd © >< ſent, to come withour a juſt, and a lawful Ie 
| call; fo that theſe falſe Prophets are. fuch 
which God himſelf complains of in the 

0 Prophet (f) Jeremy, T have not ſent them, yet () jer. 23.21. 


they run, T have not ſpoken to them, yet they pro- 
pheſyed. 


We find allo (g) Tertullian uſing the (8) Terwl. 
word of the Text to this very purpoſe , Rs 
Quisquis es, imggdwws, prins ede qui fis, &3 a quo 
venias, C& quod in nos tibi jus, Whoever thou 


{- 
art, faith that Eloquent Father, who 
F comeſt to. preach among us, tell us firſt, 
who thou art ? and from whence thou 

comeſt, and who has given thee any Po- 

— werand Authority to preach among us ? ; 


For no Man (b) muſt take the Honour of @, ys, ;., 
the Prieſthood upon him, but he thart is 
B Z | cal- 


1 


(i) Vecatio- called as Aaron was. (i) Now there can 


nis modum fi 
Sprflimus, aut 
fit a D:o irame- 


be no call pretended, but one of theſe wo, 


diate, ait nedi- AN extraordinary, Or an ordinary call. An 
Aran (k) extraordinary call proceeds immediate- 


dinrie, 5s ly from God, who never Commuſſions 


Leidenf. pr. 


Theolog. 


(k) Immeadi- 


any this way, bur he alſo furniſhes chem 


22 extraor- With extraordinary gifts, ſuch as the Apo- 


dinaria wocatio 


f mim; les had, who were able to work Miracles 
a1 munus docen- d ſpeak all E-1; A 
and ſpeak all manner of Languages. n 


at, regendique 


© 


Ecclfum 4 Du ordinary and mediate call is that which Mi- 


wocantur abſq; 


hominum opera nilters recelve, when they are ordained to 


e> interventu @& 
ann extraordi- 
uarils exornan- 
tur, qualis olim 


their Office by the Biſhops, or Gover- 
nours of the Church. I ſay by the Biſhops, 


fait &ptolori, 5ho are the Governours of the Church : 


&c. ibid, 


{1) Conc. 


Carth. 4: 
Can. 3. & 


Ecrcieſ. Alex. 
Conttit, C. 6, 


(m) Beve- 
reg. in Can, 


Apolt. 2, 


(n) Beve- 
rep. ib, Dod- 


well, Saywell, 


&c. 


For we do nor find in all the Bible, nor yer 
in Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, that the Power 
of Ordination was ever allowed unto bare 
Presbyters. (1) They may indeed aſlift Bi- 
ſhops in their Ordinations ; for Tiumothy, 
though he was principally ordained by the 
laying on of St. Paul's hands, yet we read 
alſo he had the laying on of the hands of 
the Presbytery : And fo at this day, (m) 
our Church allows Presbyters to afſilt Bi- 
ſhops in their Ordinations. But notwith- 
ſtanding all this (n) (as Learned Men have 
proved 


{ % 5 


— 


\ 
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proved at large) there is not one inſtance of 
Presbyters Ordaining Miniſters without a 
Biſhop to be found either in Scripture, or 
in the whole Hiſtory of. the Church for 
One Thouſand, Five Hundred Years: (0) , (9) can: 


Apolt, 2, CiuMW 
This Power was ſtill appropriated unto Bi- Balan. Zonr. 
CN y! Aqaae 

nope. And I ſhall not need to add any 5m c Pp. 


Can. Con- 


farther confirmation of it than the (Þ) lutpa. = 
known Teſtimony of St. Jerome, who as STA 
he was one of the Learnedſt of the Fathers, cit, pra o- 


din atione, epiſco- 
could not be ignorant of this Trath, and 9s, quod Pres- 


bytzr non faciats 


being himſelf but a Presbyter, and no great tierom + 
Friend to Biſhops, cannot be preſumed re Rey 
make a lye in favour of them, and yet ths 
Learned Father comparing Biſhops and 
Presbyters, {till puts in his Excepta Ordina- 
tione, alwaies acknowledging Biſhops to 
have the ſole Power and Right of Ordina- 
tion. From which premſles it will be ea- 
te to infer that there are too many falſe 
Prophets among thoſe Separatiſts, who 
preach in Conventicles. 
It theſe Men pretend any extraordinary 
call, they are obliged to make it-go0d by 
ſhewing us their -extraordinary qualificati- 
ons. But as to an ordinary call, they can 


have 


. 8 ts 5 Diſpute 
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(5) p-237- haye none, ſince (*) Mr. Baxter has told 
the World, chat they are generally _ 
ed non tantum abſente ſed ſpreto Epiſcopo, i 

not only without, but alfo in Depedtien 
to, and Contempt of Biſhops. For this 


9:60" O our Church does not admit any of 


theſe men to the work of the Miniſtry with- 


out Reordination : and conſequently all + 


ſuch as are true Sons of the Church, are 
obliged to look upon them as no true Mi- 
niſters :* Andit they are no true Miniſters, 
it they have no lawtul Call, we have cood 
reaſon to follow our Saviours advice, and 
beware of them. For whoſdever ſhall im- 
ploy ſuch pretended Miniſters as thele, ei- 
ther in Baptizing their Children, or in any 
other part of the Miniſterial FunRtion, mult 
either conclude that the Church of England, 
and the wholz Church of God kave been 
ſtrangely deceived for One Thouſand Fiy 
Hundred Years; or elſe they muſt con- 
clude they can receive no true Sacraments, 
nor any true Miniſterial Benedidtion from 
| (a)Tom.2. them. For the ſaying of (q) Luther is ves 
ry remarkable in this matter, (ut non Voca- 
tus docet, non fme damno & ſuo & Auditorum 
docet, 


® 4 _ 


—— ; 
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docet, quod Chriſtus non ſit cum eo. He that 
preaches without a lawful Call, fſaich he, 
preaches to the prejudice: both of himſelf, 
and his Hearers, becauſe Chriſt will never 
bleſs the Labours of ſuch factious Intruders. 


But here I know ſome will be ready to 


» - Object, that Mr. Baxter and others cannot 


but havea lawful Call, becauſe they were 
formerly ordained by Biſhops, and ſwore 
Canonical Obedience to them. 


To thisI anſwer, that if the caſe be thus 
with them, as I cannot deny, yet ſeeing 
they have taken: the Covenant, and other 
contrary Oaths; they mult needs ſtand 
convict of horrid Perjury : And this (till 
chey give the World ſufficient demonſtra- 
tions of their ſincere Repentance) is in 
cruth ſuch an extraordinary qualification, 
that we need not much envy them the Ho- 
nour and Reputation of it. Thus we have 
conſidered the firſt part of che Deſcription, 
theſe falſe Prophets are ſuch as come before 
they are ſent ; they do not tarry for a law- 
{ul Call : Bur this is not all, for our Saviour 

C adds 


0h. 


gol. 


(r) Rom. 16. 
18, 


(s) 2 Pet. 2.3. 


(rt) Catho. 
Theol. prefat, 


adds in the next place, that they alſo come | 
to you in ſheeps-clothing. By {heeps-clo- 

thing in this place we are to. underſtand all 
that varniſh of Hypocriſte, all thoſe pious 
frauds, and ſpecious pretences, by which 
falſe Prophets make Merchandize of Souls, 
and accompliſh their evil, and wicked de- } 


{1gns. 


[ 10 ] 


St. (7) Paul calls them good words,, « 


and fair ſpeeches. St. (s) Peter , teigned © =. | 
words. | 
Factious Schiſmaricks to paint their impious 


It has alwaies been the practiſe of 


Innovations with the ſpecious colours of j, 
Piety and Religion : And in truth, Piety 

and Religion command ſuch a General ” 
Love, ſuch an Univerſal Veneration, that | 


the very ſhew and counterfeit of them haye 
deluded Thouſands into erroneous wayes. 

Mr. (t) Baxter himſelf has very well | 
obſerved, that the bare appearance of more F 
ſpirituality and greater ſtrictneſs was thar \ | 
which drew Tertullian, tho' a Learned Fa- 
ther of the Church into the Tents of Mon- 


tanus. 


It was this pretence of more Piety . 


and greater Purity, {aith he, that boyed up -* 
the credit and reputation of the Donatifts, 
and, as he goes on, ſuch fair ſhews as theſe, 


kept 


[ 12 ] 
kept up the cauſe of the Prifcilianiſts and 
Manichees, and were the main ſtrength of 
the Antient Novatians, But neither Mr. 
Baxter nor we have any great neceſſity of 
raking among Antient Hereticks to find a 
proof of our Sayiours words : thoſe falſe 
Prophets and FaRious Seducers, who were 
rhe unhappy Inſtruments of our late Confu- 
' ſions, did repeat, and that with advantage, 
all thoſe ſpecious Artifices and Diſguiles 
which had been practiſed by former Schiſ- 
maticks. For the Royal Martyr of this day 


found by ſad experience what his (#) Roy- (u) aug nas. 


al Father had told him before; Namely, 
That under the pretence of Religion, he ſhould find 
from this ſort of people the moſt Barbarons and 


Bloody Villantes in the World. And (w) he (6)'rx. Be- 


himſelf had roo much cauſe to ſay as we ® 


find he does to his Son our now Gracious 
Soveraign : I have obſerved, ſaith he, that 
the Devil of Rebellion doth commonly transform 
himſelf into an Angel of Reformation : And 
. when Mens Conſcienses accuſe them of Sedition and 
Fa&tion, they ſtop its Mouth with the Name and 
Noiſe of Zeal and Religion. And how ex- 
atly did the Aﬀtions of our Modern Schiſ- 

C 2 maticks 


A+ Os 27, 
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maticks agree with thelc Royal Obſervatti- 
ons ? We know like painted Jezavel of old, 
they kept their Faſts, till rhey were poſle(- 
{ed of Naboths Vineyard, and had murdered 
one of the beſt of Men. We know the moſt 


Eminent of their Clergy taught in their © ' 
(x) Calamy. Sermons before the Parliament, that (x) to 


Marſhal 


Boden, &c. fight againſt the King was to fight for Peace, 
i Eve. 4- 1nd Reformation : that the War was Gods * 


Wl 


Cauſe, and ſhould ar laſt prevail. They 
called following the Parliament, following 


the Lamb, and fighting the Lords Battles 


(*) 5 againſt the Mighty. How (*)) many Thou- 
as © © land Ignorant Souls did they hurry into Re- 
bellion, and afterwards to Hell, by ſtyling 

thoſe that were Zealous, the Baraks, the 
Mordecaies, and the Religious Patriots of 


+ Calamy "their Country ; and when any of them chan- 
ny ma +" ced to dye, they wanted not their Popes 


ot) Re 2 to Canonize them tor T Saints : This Ho- 


the fo and [- 
can 3t bon : : 
that Book : He (Pim, Brooks, White,” Burton, and others, who. 
bes in later - . | ES 

Zditions vry Were the chief Incendiaries of the late Re- 


op $þ "5 bellion. 
Him) ofthe compoſed with all the Learning and Piery, 
and 


efor 


- nour we know Mr. Baxter (3) allowed Tl 


C.9TY 
and ſealed alfo with the Blood of ſuch glo- 

rious Martyrs, as Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, 

and. the like : tho' (a):it had been applaud- Benccts 
ed by the concurrent Teſtimonies of the Cro 
molt eminent Divines abroad, ſuch as 
Melantthon, Bucer, Fagins, Peter Martyr, and 
others : Nay, tho! it was known to be the 


envy, and pardon me if I ſay the (b) terror (v) rec: 
Our Litxrgy 


* of Rome roo, yet thele pretended Reformers ;1., 2. 


termed it no better than (c) Rubbiſh and # Lon og 


Trumpery, yea, the great (4) Plague-ſore of »« prj:rs 


probiuited in 


farther yet, a (e) parcel France. ide 
the Nation ;. yea, farther y (e)p Eravce, vide 


of mockery and Jeluired Popery , as bad AS dm ef th 


Li 
any that was to be found in the Mals-Book "7%... 


ir ſelt. And that the deluded people might euch: Fits 
with greater zeal joyn with them in turning #: Fora 
ic out of the Temple ;, they blaſphemouſly "7 toe: 


Sermon at Ux- 


pretended that their own conceived Prayers ygjqge. 

were no lels than che Effuſions and Inſpira- ,,(<), Pie 
. Y 1 22, 
tions of the Holy Ghoſt. In a word, our e: "A 


Prelacy, our Diſcipline, our Worſhip Were before the Con-- 
mons. 1643» 


in their eſteem no other. than Popiſh., purroughs te- 
fore the Com- 


(f) Superſtirious,and Anci-Chriſtian.By ſuch $71 com 
Scenes of Piety and. Religion- as theſe, did MR 
our Modern Schiſinaticks accompliſh one of 5 diſutar. &- 


concord.p. 122, 


the bloodyelt Tragedies that was ever ated. Owens Thanls- 


, giving Sermons. 
C b On I6 $1, KC, 


(g) *Etx- 
Bam c. 27+ þ 


(h) id, 
P» 2530s 
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on the Theater of the World : It was ſuch 
ſheeps-clothing as this, which gave them 
the opportunity of ſhewing rhemſeives at 
laſt moſt ravening Wolves, ſuch as were 
not afraid to bring the beit of Princes, and 
one of the beſt of Men to the fatal Block. 
But our Gracious Soveraign was not unwil- 
ling to dyea Martyr for the Church of Eng- 
land: and as all his Life long he had been 
the nurſing Father of it, fo at his Death he 
left her the richeſt Legacy he could, even 
the moſt Honourable Character that could 


poſlibly be conferred on the beſt of Chur- 


' ches. For he (g) faith thus in his Advice to 


is Son, our now Gracious Soveraign, The 
beſt profeſſion of Religion, 1 have ever eſteemed 
that of the Church of England ; In this I charge 
Jou to perſevere, as coming ueareſt to Gods Word 
for Doftrme, and to the Primitive example for 
Government. And in his Advice to the (b) 
Duke of York, which I hope he will alwaies 
remember, he givesthis Dying charge, If 
you never ſee my Face again, I do require, and 
mntreat you, as your Father, and the King, that 
you never ſuffer your Heart to receive the leaſt 
check or diſſatisf ation from the true Religion eſta- 
blifhed 


vey a LAT 2 NO 
_ INT 7 Cs mm. 


Tr, 


UN 


LW 
bliſhed im the Church of England. TI tell you T 


have tryed it, and after much ſearch and many 
Diſputes have concluded it to be the be5t m the 


* World, as keeping the middle-way between the 


pomp of ſuperſtitious Tyranny, and the meanneſs of 
Fantaſtick Anarchy, "Theſe Noble Characters 


which have been given our Church by one 


of the greateſt of Kings, and one of the 


'* beſt and wiſeſt of Men, will, I hope, be 


ſufhcienc amulets againſt all thoſe black 
ſlanders and calumnies, all thoſe ſpecious 
pretences of Piery and Purity, which have 
been, and ſtill are uſed to the prejudice of 
our Church by ſuch falle Prophets as come 
to you in ſheeps-clothing. Thus I have 
diſpatched the firſt General, I propoſed the 
more General Deſcription our Saviour here 
gives us of falſe Prophets, they are ſuch as 
come before they are ſent, and they come 
ro you in ſheeps- clothing. I proceed now 


* to the ſecond General propoſed. 


2. That more particular direction our 
Saviour here gives for the farther Diſcovery 
of theſe falfe Prophets, ye ſhall know them 
by their Fruits : By Fruits in this place we 


are tounderſtand the Principles and Practi- 
| les 


TL 1 
ſes of theſe falſe Prophets: and indeed 
ſince there 'are no caſements fer upon the 
breaſts of men, through which we 'may 
view their Hearts, and'{pye out their wick- 
ed deſigns, we have no better way to judge 
falſe Prophets by, than what our Saviour 
here dire&s to, namely, their Principles, 
and Practiles. 


1. Let us conſider the principles of thoſe 


Prophets, who were unhappily ingaged in 


the late Rebellion, and we ſhall find them 


ro be in the number of thoſe falſe Prophets, 
which are here condemned by our Saviour. 
And here it were no difhcult matter to pre- 
(1) Sub a ſent you with a large (i) Cacalogue of very 


you'l find i 7» , | 
Hats fl dangerous principles which have been prea- 


woah 9 ched, and printed by our Modera Schiſma- 
conch 1 ticks, but the time will oaly allow me to 
Armar.Foulis's mention theſe three, which ſeem to have 
Hiſtory of pre- Te 

corel Sint had the greateſt influence on the Rebels 
Sir Willtam . 

Dugdales ſhort of this Day. 

ciewef the latte. 1, One dangerous Principle, which main- 


troubles. 
ly influenced the Rebels of this day, and 


which was preached and printed by theſe 


: filſe Prophers the better to carry on the 
NS LF, e3 4 late Rebellion was this, namely chat (k) all 
Lex Rex. p ower 


P- 177. 


EET 


UT! 


power is originally ſeated in' the peo- 
ple, and derived from chem. This in- 
deed was the ym 44% , the lource and 
Fountain of all our Mileries; bur the 
falliy and weakneſs of this principle will 
caſily appear, it we conſider that all Power 
and Authority flows originally from God. 
(1) Vengeance is mine, faith the Lord, T will re- 


* pay it. So that if the People have any ſuch 


Power, they muſt derive it from God, bur 
we do not find in all the Bible, that God 
ever gave any iuch Power or Authority 
to the People, nay, we find the contrary 
in theſe Sacred Oracles, and that God has 
given this Power to Kings and Princes. 
(m) By me Kings Retgn, and Princes Decree 
Juſtice, ſaith God in the Book of Proverbs. 
It is not ſaid that Kings do Reign by vertue 
of any Power or Authority derived from 
the People, but by me, faith God, Kings 
Reign. (n) Hence the Higher Powers are 
ſaid to be Ordained by God : -and they are 
called the Ordinance of God, and the Ru- 
ler is ſtyled the Miniſter of God, and not 
the Miniſter of the People. Thus it is plain 
from Scripture,thatKings and Princesderive 
their Power and Authority from God, and 

D K not 


(m) Proy.8. 
I 5, 


(u)Rom.13- 


Iz 23 4+ 
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not from the people. And indeed it isim- 
poſſible they ſhould receivetheir Soveraign- 
ty from the people : for the Soveraign Po- 
wer does chiefly denote the Jus gladu or 
Power of Life and Death ; now it is well 
known that no private perſon has Power 


over his own Life, much leſs over the Life 
of another ; and conſequently, it is impoſ- 
ſible chat the Peopleſhould give that Power * 


to Kings which they never had themſelves. 


2. Another dangerous Principle which 


theſe falſe Prophets preached up to carry on 


(0) Jenk. the late Rebellion was this, (ov) Namely, 
oe 02, that the Parliament without the King is the 


rinfted. 1681. ; ; —__ | 1 __ S 
re 5 76 OUPTEAIM Authority of the Nation, as be 


p-22. 37, 38-ing made up of the Repreſentatives of the 


taben out of his | 
gp a. People. It was uſual for them to Teach 


rag gs lf ne | 
prized 1644. that "the King is indeed Major Singulis, but 
—_ = Minor Univer ſts, greater than any One of his 
Lex. Rex. Sybjects taken ſingly, but leſs than them 


377» 


# c. AH Aﬀembled in Parliament : Prove, ſaith 


Mr.” Baxter, that the King is the Higheſt Power, 


and Tl offer my Head to Juſtice as a Rebel. But 
if it will do him any real kindneſs, . and not 
any fuch miſchief as he ſo raſhly calls 
for uporrhinaſelf ; I ſhall not doubt to prove 
as much. as he deſires. For this ſecond prin- 

ciple 


| 
4 / 
FP 
2 
S 
: 
) I @ 
| 
+ 
of 


UMI 


« Soy 


' 
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ciple is evidently built upon the firſt as its 


baſts and Foundation,and conſequently muſt 


ſtand and fall with it. For if the Soveraign 


* Power does not reſide in the people, as I 


have proved already, then it will follow 
inevitably that they cannot confer any ſuch 
Power upon their Repreſentatives in Parli- 
ament. Beſides (p) St. Peter, who cannot 


' be. preſumed to flatter Princes, or rob the 


populacy of any Power, or Right Almigh- 
ty God ever inveſted them with, tells us in 
moſt expreſs terms, that the King is Su- 
preme. And indeed if the Parliament had 
any ſuch Power above the King as theſe 
men pretend, they do ill to Petition his Ma- 
jeſty, when they may Command, they do 
11] to ſtyle themſelves, as has alwaies been 
uſual in all their Addreſſes to him, His Mas 
jeſties moſt Loyal Subjects aſſembled in 
Parliament. But I ſhall not need to add 


. any farther Confutation of this molt perni- 
cious principle than what may: be drawn 


from the Oath of Supremacy, where the 


Kings Highneſs is {aid to be the only Su- 


preme-Governour of this Land in all Cauſes 


. whatſoever. From which Oath it is moſt 


plain, that the Parliament is ſo far from be- 
D 2 ing 
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ing above the King, that they are not al- 


him, but he is ſtyled the only Supreme 
Governour of the Land. 

'3. I ſhall name but one dangerous Prin- 
ciple more, which thele falſe Prophets 
preached up to carry on the late Rebellion, 


p15 Marthal ro Chriſts, is indeed Rebellion; bur to.re- 
Baxter #. C. CES, is juſt, lawful, and warrantable. But 
Cal? before the HOW contrary is this both to the Precepts 
51% and Examples of Chriſt and his Apoſtles ? 
» We know Chriſt commands us to lay down 

our Lives without the leaſt reſiſtance for 

his and the Goſpels ſake : and what our Sa- 

viour taught by Preceprt, he taught by Ex- 

ample roo ; for he lived and dyed an Obe- 

dient Subject unto Ceſar, patiently ſubmir- 


he had at his Command more Legions of 


(om. 13. Has not (7) St. Paul allo told us plainly, 
- that they who reſiſt, ſhall receive unto 


to be ſubje&, not only for Wrath, but alſo. 


for 


lowed fo much as to be coordinate with 


4) Cary) and it was this, Namely, (q) that to diſ- 
n 6 S . . . 4 o 
r. 15, 15, Obey Princes, who ſubmit their Scepters yn: - 


12. 38, 3540 fiſt and take up Arms againſt wicked Prin- 
P- 7. 18, 20 : 


ting himſelf ro his wicked Governours, tho” . 


Angels, than they had Legions of Men. . 


themſelves Damnation, and that we ought . 


for Conſcience ſake. And when did St. 
Paul preach ſuch Doftrines as theſe, but 
when ſuch Monſters of wickedneſs as 
Caligula, Claudius and Nero ſwayed the Scep- 
ters of the World 2 Theſe were ſome of 
thoſe dangerous Principles which were own- 
ed, taughc and printed by our modern Schiſ- 
waticks, and by theſe, (if there be any 


ruth in the Goſpel) we may know them 


to be in the number of the falſe Prophets of 
the Text : and. we ſhall be yer farther con- 
firmed in this belief, if in the 


2. Second place, we take a ſhort view of * © 


their practiſes. It is the ſaying of a late 


(s) famous Author, that there has not been © os 


any Maſlacre or bloody Wars or Strata- 
gems againſt the Magiſtrate, any Treaſon 
or Rebellion committed in Europe for theſe 
laſt Hundred Years, but what was carryed 
on by one of theſe two Parties, the Papiſts 
or the Presbyterians. It would therefore be a 
task fitter for a large Hiſtory, than the cloſe 
of a Sermon, to give you a full Relation of 
all the bloody and barbarous practiſes which 
have been perpetrated by our Modern Schiſ- 
maticks. The time will only allow me at 
prefent ro make ſome ſhort refle&tions on 


D 2 their 


(22 ] 
their-icarniape and behaviour towards the 
Royal Martyr of the Day. Now theſe were 
(t) Fouls the (t); Men who blew the firſt Trumper 


4%: Nalſon in 


ehrir Hilories, OE, Faction and. Rebellion. -. Theſe were the . 
(u) S£ Men who:in their Sermons: (#4) libel'd the 


Evang. Armat. 


-rd the Diſen- Gonerament, and in fſtead'of preaching the 
pond Goſpel of peace, animated their Diſciples 
to fight againſt the Lords Anointed.. Theſe 


were the: Men: who followed the Parlja-*+ - 


(») Remem- ments (W) Armies into the Field, and'by 
ber how far I . . E=4%, 

»2ve ee with the ſharpeſt inveCtives they could invent, 

Ze Whetted their Swords againſt the beſt of 

71fae to t% Princes. Theſe were the Men, who tho' 

they refuſed to obſerve the Feſtivals of our 

Church, yet were ready enough to keep 

dayes.of Rejoycing and Thankſgiving for 

Victories obtained. over. their King, In a 

word; theſe: were the Men, who preach'd 

from. our Royal Martyr his Subjects, his 

Arms, his Momeys, his Laws, his Credit, 

(x)Marſtal his Liberty, and-at laft his. (x) Life. And 


01 1 Chron.12. 


38. p. 21. becauſe '(y) Mr: Baxter, who, (as the Lear- 


* Caſe 0z Exzck. 


26. 24. v.11, hed Stillingfleet obſerves) is reſolved to dye 
werle or Gen» with. his ſtings in the wounds of Gods 
"bg Church, | becauſe I ſay, this Champion of 
' the Non-Conformiſts has endeavour'd. of: late 
toclear his Party. of all the Blood, which 


was 


m—_— _—_—_— me 
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was ſhed ih the late Rebellion, and charge 
it upon our Church, I ſhall crave leave to 
add, what is ſaid to the Honour of onr 
Church by our Royal Martyr, who no 
doubt was as able as any to. judge of. his 
Friends; (X) ſcarce any one, faith he, who (2) "tm 
hath been a beginner, or Aftive proſecutor of this © © 


, lars War againſt the Church, the Laws, and Me, 


was, or is atrue Lover, Embracer, or Pratticer 

of the Proteſtant Religion eſtabliſhed in the Church 

of England. This our Royal Martyr has 

faid tothe Immortal Honour of ourChurch, 

whereas (a) Salmaſius tho” a: Presbyterian (2) Deſepe 
himſelf, has been forced to confeſs to the **®* 
Eternal Infamy of our Adverſaries, Name- 


ly, That the Presbyterians held the King by the 6. ou me 


Hair, whilſt the Independents ſtruck off bis Head. * [Sen 
ThusI have diſpatched the ſecond Gene- 

ral, ſhown you how you may know thele 

falſe Prophets by their Fruits ; ſhown you 


| how both their Principles and Practices have 


abundantly declared unto the World, that 
however they may wear ſheeps-clothing, 
yet inwardly they are but ravening Wolves. 
And now I hope you willeafily pardon me, 
if in the third, and laft place _ oY 
3- I remind you of our Sayiours — 
an 
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-and beg of you to beware of ſuch falſe Pro- 


phets as come to you in ſheeps-clothing : 
Ye know the Men and their Communicati- 
on ; ye have heard their Principles,and haye 
felt: cheir PraCtiſes : Be wile therefore for 
the future,and carefully diſtinguiſh berween 
the Lamb-skin, and the Wolf. Suffer not 


your ſelyesto be cheated again by a fair ff » 
of Religion. and Reformation ; to bt un- _. 


done once more by ſpecious pretences of 


(5) Prov. I. 
7. 


Libercy, Property, Conſcience, and I know . 


not what. In van; (6) faith Solomon, - 15 the 
ſnare laid in the fight of any'Bird': And we ſhail 
deſerve to be Chronicled for the greatelt of 
Fools, if the ſad experience of our late con- 


fuſions ſhould be all loſt upon us. We know 


there are ſtill coo many ſuch falſe Prophets 
very buſlie and Active in the Land. How 
has the fruitful Preſs teemed of late with 


ſcandalous Libels both againſt Church and 
State ? As they had formerly a ſolemn, 


League and Covenant; ſo they have fince 


formed an Aſſociation of a much more dire-\ 
So' far have they been from - 


ful AſpeCt. 
diſowning their bloody Principles and Pra- 
Riſes by any publick recantation, that they 
ſeem rather to 'be ' grown” much fonder of 
them, 


A 
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them, eſpecially if we conſider how many 
Tumults, Riots, yea, Rebellions too have 
happened in this unfortunate Iſland from the 
firſt riſing of Yemer, to the late Rebellion 
at Bothwel-Bridge. And now that publick 
Authoricy awaken'd by . ſuch frequent 
Alarums is indeayouring what it can to ſe- 


Axe this Nation from the danger of ſuch 


falſe Prophets by a neceſſary execution of 
the Laws upon them : it cannot be unſea- 
ſonable to enforce the Caution of the Text 


a little farther, by ſhewing you briefly. 


t. How hainous a ſin it is to make any 


Schiſm in the Church. And 


2. How hainous a fin it is to make any 


Rebellion in the State. 


1. Let us conſider how hainous a fin it 
is ro make any Schilm in the Church. The 
Papiſts are commonly branded for daih- 
ing the ſecond Commandment out of the 
firſt Table; and it were well if none did 
indeavour to daſh che firſt. Commande- 
ment our of the ſecond Table. Bur it 


ſeems ſome there are who fear not to aſlerr, 
E that 


(c) Tonart, 
aa Philad, 


(d) Oprar. 
P. 72. 


(e) See his 


miſchief 
Schiſm. g 


(f) Aug. 
Spiſt. 162, 
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that Non-Conformiſts, if they are not 
otherwiſe ſcandalous in their Lives, run no 
hazzard at all of their Salvation, tho' they 
live all their dayes in a ſtate of Separa- 
tion from the beſt of Churches, and dye 
without any ſign of Repentance for their 
Schiſm. Bur ſuch men as theſe, have eithe 


no Charity for the Souls of Men, or @fe. 


are ſtrangely ignorant of the curſed Nature 
of Schiſm. For (c) Tenatius that famous 
Martyr informs us thus , wholoever fol- 
loweth him that maketh a Schiſm, believe 
it, he ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God. 
(d) Optatus is not leſs ſevere in this matter, 
who often repeats it as a known Maxime 
of the Church, Extra Ecclefiam nulla eſt ſa- 
lus, intimating that the Donatiſts, and ſuch 
like Schiſmaticks, tho' they had Scriptures, 
Sacraments, Cc. as well as the Catholicks, 
yet could have no ſolid hopes of Salvation 
out of the Communion -of the Church. 
So dangerous a fin is Schiſm in the judg- 
ment of the Pious Biſhop Hall (e) that he 
confidently averrs, a private Murderer ſhall 
make an eaſier Anſwer at the laſt day, than 
ſuch a publick Diſturber: '(f) St. Auſtin 
goes yet farther, and makes Schiſm a fin 

| more 


i 
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more dangerous than Idolatry ; for as he 
obſerves, thole who made the Golden Calf, 
were only puniſhed by the Sword, whereas 
Corah, Dathan and Abiram, who made a Se- 
paration in 1ſrael, were ſwallowed up quick 
by the divided Earth ; ſo that by this Di- 
verſity of Puniſhments, faith he, we may 

ow Schiſm to be a greater crime than 


- *TdÞlatry. (g) St. Chryſoſtome carries the B 


matter higher yet, and makes Schiſmaricks 
more criminal than thoſe who pierced the 
Body of Chriſt ; and indeed his reaſon is ye- 
ry conſiderable ; for, ſaith he, Chriſt gave 
his Natural Body for the preſervation of 
his Myſtical Body, and yet this'is that Body 
of Chriſt which Schilmaticks wound and 
tear in pieces : And ſure if Schilm be more 
dangerous than Idolatry, more hainous than 
Murder, yea, more abominable than the 
Murder and Crucifixion of 'our Saviour, it 
can be no ſach Venial fin as fome Men are 
pleaſed to fancy. There muſt for certain 
be ſomething more than ordinary-in this fin 
of Schiſm, that makes theſe. Learned and 
Pious Men repreſent it in ſuch black and 
ugly colours. | 


E. 2 | Indeed 


(8) aryl. 
Wh. ht Epbef. 
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Indeed this is that fin , which is di- 
realy contrary to all thoſe (þ) rules Chriſt 
(6) Rom. and his Apoſtles have given in the Goſpel 


Ephet 3" concerning Love and Unity. This is that 
xCor.13.1—4. 11n which is diametrically oppolite to Cha- 
rity, the greateſt of Graces, and without 
which, St. Paul tells us all other gifts will 


profit us nothing ; this alſo is that fin which 


has occaſion'd the ruine and deſtruction ÞPt . 


innumerable Souls. What lamentable com- 
' © chr. plaints does St. (i) Chryſoſtome make concer- 
41433 ning the Diviſions of his times > The. Infi- 
del, faich he, the Heathen comes., and ſaith, 
T would gladly be a Chriſtian, but I know not whom 
_ follow, there is ſo mach ſtrife and diſſen- 
on among you Chriſtians, that IT know not what 
Doftrine to chuſe, what Faftion to joyn with, ſince 
pO Mien, EVery one cries out, 1 am in the right. (k) Me- 
phy], lanfthon writes alſo. of . his. times, that ſad 
complaints of this Nature were made by 
many, who began to-loath Popery ; Quos 
fugiamus, habemus, quos ſequamur, non intelligi- 
mus. Weunderſtand, ſay they, whom we 
ſhould ayoid, meaning; the Papifts, but 
whom to follow'among ſo many: Sects of 
Proteſtants, as yet we know not : And may 
we not add from our own ſad experience, 
that 


that our late pretended Reformers, whilſt 
they pretended to purge the Church of Po- 
pery, became the belt FaCtors Rome ever 
had, and by their unhappy, and moſt un- 
chriſtian diviſtons, ſent innumerable Pro- 
| ſelytes to-that Idolatrous Church. And as 
| Schiſm does all this miſchief to the Souls of 
| ” *. gyivate perſons; fo ir threatens no leſs than 
; , Bulle to the whole Church of God. Julian 
I | (1) the Apoſtate, who was no fool, did _ (7 Sec 
not perſecute the Chriſtians as other Empe- 
» rors had done before him, but encouraged 
their Fations and Diviſions, as being the 
moſt compendious way to accompliſh their 
ruine; and we know (m).our Saviour him- (=) var: 2. 
ſelf has told us, That a houſe divided againſt ** 
it felf, cannot ſtand long. If therefore you do _ 
ſeriouſly conſider this curſed Nature of 
Schilm, Iam confident you will be more 
mindful of our Saviours caution, and be- 
ware of thoſe falle Prophets who would 


draw you toit. But 


—_ _—_ 
” 
. 
rnd 


, 


2. Conſider alſo how hainous ſir it is 
ro make Rebellion in the State. Schiſm is 
a fruitful evil, and ſeldom reſts, till it has 
xmproved. it ſelf into-open Rebellion. It 
"PF = the 


[ 3o | 
the time would allow, it were eaſie to 
ſhew how many Wars were raiſed in the 
Roman Empire by the Novatians, the Dona- 
tiſts, and other Schiſmaticks ? but our own | 
Experience may very well ſuffice at pre» \ | 

.(#) Jams 3- _ eſpecially ſince St. (n) James has told 

2 $, that where envying and ſtrife js, there 
C is confuſion, and every evil work. I c 
not at preſent inlarge on the ſin of at 
lion, but we may conclude it to be hainous 

(0) Rom, enough,  lince St. (0) Paul has told us, that 

PP they who reſiſt, ſhall receive unto themſelves = 
Damnation. As therefore ye abominate 
two ſuch horrid ſins, as Schiſm and 
Rebellion; remember the Caution our 
Saviour here gives in the Text, and be- 
ware of thoſe falſe Prophets, who will 
rempt you to them. Ye know their Prin- 
ciples, ye know their Practifes , by ſuch 
Fruits -as theſe ye cannot but know them. 


I ſhall conclude all with the Exhorta- * 
(p)2Epiſt, tion of St. (p) Peter , ſeeing therefore , 7 
3-7: ut beloved, ' ye know theſe things before, b 
beware, leſt ye allo being led away with * 

the Errcur of the Wicked; fall from 


your own es,” but grow in Grace, | 
| and : 


UMI 


UNE 
and in the Knowledge of our Lord and Sa- 
viour, Jeſus Cbrill, ro whom with the 
Father and the Eternal Spirit, be aſcribed 
as is moſt due, All Honour and Glory, 
now, and for eyvermore, Amen. 


